August 5, 2010
Dear Temple Devotees,       

                                                                                                                            

Namasthe! 
News from the Executive Committee
Administrative News
· August 4th 2010 – Temple’s 2nd Anniversary Celebrations
· The 2nd HTGS’s Varshikotsavam was celebrated on August 4th night with much delight as devotees performed PushpaAbishekam for Sri Maha Lakshmi. Approximately 80 people attended this event. We look forward to yet another year of great accomplishments! Special thanks to all attendees, volunteers, puja sponsors, puja supplies and monitory donors, and last but not the least Maha Prasadam sponsors and helpers.
· FREE Blood Pressure Check by Dr. Jignesh Modi and Dr. Thamilvani Thiruvasahar August 7th from Noon to 2 pm @ Temple
· Community Service Committee consisting of Nancy Khardori, Nilima Lad and Shipra Somani is coordinating this Free Health Check. 
· When you come, you can also taste “Jammu / Kashmiri Cuisine” at Annadatha from Noon to 2 pm. 
· Process of selecting a new priest is underway. Priest Selection Committee has been receiving the applications from potential prospects.

· Year 2010 Membership Total Count: 104 (Life members: 32; Regular members: 72).  
Please welcome our New Member: Brijesh and Pratibha Singh. 
If you are not HTGS member yet, please do so ASAP. If you have already become a member, we thank you for your generous support. Membership covers from Jan 1st – Dec 31st 2010. To verify your membership status please Click here to view the 2010 Members List 

News from the Special Committees
PUJA Committee News:
If you wish to schedule a private puja at your home or temple, please call event coordinator Dr. Krishna Rao 217-698-7847 or Email to calendar.htgs@gmail.com 
· Please note that during official priest’s absence, our volunteers continue to perform main festivals / puja events and regular weekly pujas. We encourage you to attend them as much as you can and get the bliss. So far the attendance to these events has been very encouraging and we thank you all for your kind support and cooperation.
· Every Monday 6:30 PM: Sri Shiva RudraAbhishekam* (Sponsorship $11)
· Every Thursday 6:30 PM: Sri Shirdi Sai Puja and Bhajans*
· Every Friday 6:30 PM: Sri Lalitha Sahasranama Parayana / Puja * 
· Every Saturday 9:00 AM: Sri Venkateswara Suprabhatham and Puja*
· Every Sunday 11:00 AM: Sri Pashwanadh Puja*

*Timings may vary due to special events, please refer to the Temple calendar.

· If you wish to sponsor for the above pujas, please refer to the suggested donations document (click here to view the AnnualPujaList ).
PUJAs in August 2010:
· 7th Sat. 11am: Sani Trayodashi Puja (sponsorship $11)
· 8th Sun. 11:30 am: Masa Shivaratri – Mahanyasa Purvaka Rudrabhishekam (Sponsorship $26)

· 13th Thu. 5:30 pm: Sri Maha Lakshmi Utsav Murthy Abhishekam (please note the time change) (Sponsorship $11)

· 20th Friday 7 pm: Samuhika Vara lakshmi vratham (Sponsorship $21) – pre-registration required;  (Please send in your request to calendar.htgs@gmail.com)

· 23rd Monday Pournami

· 6:00 pm Rudrabhishekam (please note the time change) (Sponsorship $11)
· 6:45 pm Sri Satyanarayana Katha / vratham (Sponsorship $11)
· 28th Saturday 11 am: SankastaHara Chaturdhi -Sri Maha Ganapathi Abhishekam(Sponsorship $11) 
· SRAVANA MASA SPECIAL PUJAS: Aug 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st Tuesday Evenings at 6:30 pm Shravana Mangala Gowri Vratham (All 4 days sponsorship $51; one day $15).
DO YOU KNOW?


Shravana Masam (Aug 10th – Sept 7th) is highly auspicious in the Hindu calendar. Sravanam or Sravanamu is the fifth month in the Telugu and Kannada calendar. It follows the ‘Ashada Masam,’ which is considered inauspicious by some as the Dakshinayana Period begins in this month. But Shravana that follows Ashada is one of the most auspicious months in Telugu and Kannada calendar. The Tuesdays in the month are dedicated to honoring Goddess Gowri. HTGS is performing Mangala Gowri Puja on the Tuesdays (Aug 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st). The Varalakshmi Vratam is observed on the Friday before Shravan Purnima and falls on August 20th.  We welcome all ladies to avail this opportunity to participate in these special pujas.

Chaturmas  is a holy period of four months (July to October), beginning on Shayani Ekadashi - the 11th day of the first bright half, Shukla Paksha, of Ashadh (fourth month of the Hindu lunar calendar) until Prabodhini Ekadashi - the 11th day of the first bright half of the Kartik (eighth month of the Hindu lunar calendar). It is believed that Hindu gods and goddesses are at rest during this period and should not be disturbed, so no auspicious ceremonies, like wedding, thread ceremony etc. are held during the four months period. This period is thus reserved in the year for penance, austerities, fasting, bathing in holy rivers and religious observances by all. Devotees may resolve to observe some form of vow, be it of silence or leaving a favorite food item, or having single meal in a day. In 2010, Chaturmas begins on July 21 and ends on November 17. The first month in Chaturmas, Shravan, is dedicated to Lord Shiva, especially on Mondays (Somavara). We welcome all of our devotees as we perform Rudrabisekham every Monday during this auspicious time of Shravana Masa.

Nag Panchami, or Nagarapanchami, is the worship of Naga or Snakes and is an important festival in North and East India in Shravan month. Snakes are an indispensable part of Hindu religion and the two of the most popular Gods in Hinduism – Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva – are closely associated with serpents. Lord Vishnu has the several hooded Snake Ananta as his bed and Lord Shiva wear snakes as his ornament and this close association has deep symbolic meaning. In 2010, Nag Panchami falls on August 14th.

 Prasadam / Annadatha Committee News:
 

Date & Time: August 7th Saturday from Noon to 2pm
Hosted By: North Indian Cuisine (Manju Mehta Coordinator) 


Menu: 



From Jammu Province: Rajmah, Puri, Mewa Kheer; 



From Kashmir Province: Seeb(tart apple) 
and Allo Subzi, badam Pulau, Tart Cherry and 

Pudina Raita; And Kahwa TEA.

Chef: Nancy Khardori

Volunteers: Vidya Sundareshan, Smita Gupta and Shipra Somani
Note: Congratulations and thanks to Kasturi Kripakaran and her team of volunteers for serving Maha Prasadam on July 31st. $395.00 donation was received. Thank you all volunteers, supporters and donors. 

------------------------------------------------*****************-------------------------------------------

 

Revised Temple Hours: (Effective June 1st – till further notice)

Monday – Friday: 5:30 pm to 8pm; Sat and Sunday: 9 am to 2 pm
Thank you 

Executive Committee 

(Krishna Brahmamdam, Dharmendra Nimavat, Kalpana Madan, Suresh Radhakrishnan, Deepa Nagendra, and Shipra Somani)

On Behalf of the Hindu Temple of Greater Springfield (HTGS)

Contact: Manager@springfieldtemple.org 

Ph 217-697-8174 www.SpringfieldTemple.org 

1001 West Walnut Street, Chatham, IL 62629 
